>

=1 RV

RABFERIHRE S 2 Ny A OghilEEe) K83z %R

e

R

ALLVEREEI (709-785) A& CRtAS(L3ERD) AUMESEARRE BB R > fERIE A 2 B AR AE
BIRRAOEEE b o R AR HAS ML AR o AUREM > DNTA GRGSIIERS) R TR 5HESCA
HIBRTERGE G o NFA CRiAIIERS) BYBRMERI R IRTF3OR > AT E R MRS E a3 72 EE R
BARABLETT » FEALRZEWLTE € ol — 8 52 H RE e S A R /MRS A AR > R 3 2 AR A RS
RIER AT  BEE KT A CREGSNIBERC) Y H BIATRE ENEOT P8 T2 R 4 B > &SGR kv
RS N AFTRR A g BEE 25 O AR By o VTR OREASIIIERS ) RS SLPE A9 B SRR IR T 72 3 At A i TR RS BB Y
BRI (it 7 A A - S PR H R G R BGRAE h BSEBR B > SR E S A M E R E R o

B BEa @ NFA S RFA s B FEIE ~ ALE TR EE



From Replica to Classic: The Reception History of the Small Regular-Script
Version of Record of the Altar of the Immortal of Mount Magu (Magu
xiantan ji)

Zhao Chong

Abstract

This study delves into the finer details of the small regular-script version of the stele rubbings of
Record of the Altar of the Immortal of Mount Magu (Magu xiantan ji), originally composed and written by
the Tang statesman and calligrapher Yan Zhenqing (709-785). By clarifying the classifications and production
background of various versions of rubbings of the original stele, the study provides an in-depth discussion on
the calligraphic canonization process of this small regular-script version. Rubbings of the original stele made
in small regular-script first became widely circulated and gained popularity during the Northen Song period,
soon capturing attention and sparking discussions among the literati of that time. Created with the initial
intention of preserving the original text, this emulated copy in small regular-script, with its unique calligraphic
characteristics, inspired the creativity and imagination of many calligraphers. From the Northern Song to
the late Qing, the recognition of the small regular-script version evolved: from a miniature replica with a
questionable origin to a valued classic representation of Yan’s small regular-script calligraphy, imbued with
dynamic aesthetic connotations over the centuries. However, with the reemergence of its progenitor rubbings
in large regular-script and the advancement of image-copying technology applied in the publication of stele
rubbings, the small regular-script version soon lost its critical acclaim and descended into obscurity, considered
by many as a low-quality replica. This paper highlights the importance of the de-canonization of the small
regular-script version of the stele rubbings of Record of the Altar of the Immortal of Mount Magu, offering
an excellent example for researchers to discuss the reasons behind the canonization of calligraphy works. It
also reveals the impact of alterations in replicas on later calligraphy learners’ understanding of the original

work.

Keywords: small regular-script version of Record of the Altar of the Immortal of Mount Magu, large regular-
script version of Record of the Altar of the Immortal of Mount Magu, reengraving of stele, canonization,

creative emulation.
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